
Required Materials:

1/2 yd. each of two coordinating prints

1/2 yd. Décor Bond

1 pkg. Bosal In-R-Form Fusible Foam Stabilizer

Sewing Thread to match

Optional: magnetic snap

Happy Handbag
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NOTE: Seam allowances are 1/2” unless stated otherwise.

Please read through instructions carefully before beginning.

Edgestitch top edge. Topstitch again 1/4” away from
previous stitching.

PREPARATION

Fusing:
Following the manufacturer’s instructions, apply the Décor Bond to wrong sides of Lining pieces (front, back and
side/bottom strip) and one pocket piece. For handles, follow instructions below.

Interior Pocket:
Right sides together, use a 1/4” seam allowance to
sew pocket pieces together around edges. Leave a
3” gap for turning on one edge.

Clip corners before turning inside out. Slipstitch
opening. Press.

Following the manufacturer’s instructions, apply the Bosal to wrong sides of Exterior pieces (front, back and side/bottom
strip).

3”

Fabric/Interfacing # of pcs. Piece Name Pattern Piece/Cut Size X
Print 1 - Exterior 2 Front/Back Template 1 on Fold

1 Side/Bottom 4” x 29 1/2”
1 Pocket 8 1/2” x 6 1/2”

Print 2 - Lining 2 Front/Back Template 1 on Fold
1 Side/Bottom 4” x 29 12”
1 Handles 4” x 34”
1 Pocket 8 1/2” x 6 1/2”
1 Pocket tab 2” x 5”

Décor Bond 2 Front/Back Template 1 on Fold
1 Side/Bottom 4” x 29 1/2”
1 Pocket 8 1/2” x 6 1/2”
1 Handles 1” x 34”

Bosal foam 2 Front/Back Template 2 on Fold
1 Side/Bottom 3” x 28 ½”

If print requires fussy cutting to utilize design elements, allow extra yardage.
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Lining:
Mark center of Lining Side/Bottom piece on both long edges.
Also mark center of Lining Front and Back pieces along bottom
edge.

Right sides together, pin Side/Bottom piece to lining front. Begin
pinning from center of bottom edge and ending at beginning of
curve. Pin from top down sides to beginning of curve. Clip
edges of Side/Bottom approximately 3/8” into seam allowance
to assist in easing around the curves. Pin curves. Sew.

Repeat for other side. Trim seam allowances to 1/4”. Press
seams to Side/Bottom piece.

Pin here first
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Pin next

ASSEMBLY

Lining Pockets:

Place pocket right side up on top of right side of lining
back. Bottom edge of pocket should be 1 1/2” from bottom
of back piece and 3” from each side.

Fold pocket tab in half to form loop. Place under side edge
of pocket.

Pin pieces in place and edgestitch around sides and
bottom of pocket.

3”3”

1 1/2”

Handles:
Fold strip in half lengthwise and gently press a crease. Fold
raw edges to crease, wrong sides together. Press.

Bring folded edges together and press. Edgestitch down both
sides. Cut into two 17” pieces.

Place strip of interfacing between wrong sides of fabric on one
side of strip. Fuse according to manufacturer’s instructions.

Fold 2” x 5” strip in half lengthwise and gently press a crease.
Fold raw edges to crease, wrong sides together. Press.
Edgestitch along both long edges.

Pocket Tab:

OPTIONAL: If adding magnetic snap, secure both sides of snap
to lining approximately 5/8” from top edge.



Bag:

Sew Exterior Front and Back to Bottom/Sides piece in the
same manner as bag exterior.

Pin outer edge of one Handle piece to Front 3 1/4” from
side seam. Without twisting handle, pin other end of
Handle. Sew in place.

Repeat with other Handle on Back piece.

3 1/4” 3 1/4”

Right sides together, place bag inside lining. Sew around
top edge leaving a 5” gap for turning. Turn inside out.
Slipstitch opening closed. Press carefully.

Finishing:

Edgestitch top of bag. Topstitch 1/4” from edgestitching.

Place lining inside bag. Make any adjustment necessary
for a good fit. (Trim top edges if needed. Sew larger side
seams if lining is too big.)

For more fun projects and inspiration, please visit my website: www.100billionstars.com
Contact me at melissa@100billionstars.com
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Featured fabrics are Amy Butler prints

for Rowan.

Find helpful hints and assembly photos on the blog at:

 http://100billionstars.com/2016/03/working-with-bosal-plus-free-pattern/



Template 1

FRONT/BACK

Cut 2 from Print 1

Cut 2 from Print 2

Cut 2 from Décor Bond
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Place O
n Fold
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Template 2

FRONT/BACK

Cut 2 from Bosal Foam

Place O
n Fold



When working with the Bosal, be sure to use a Teflon pressing
sheet or parchment paper to protect your ironing board. This is the
drawback to double sided interfacing of any kind. You have to be
careful and you have to be prepared. I invested in a Big Goddess
Sheet. It’s a fabulous tool to have, especially if you do a lot of
applique.

You will notice Template 2 (the template for the Bosal) is smaller
than the template for the fabrics. In fact, it’s 1/2″ smaller all the
way around. This is the single most important tip for working with
Bosal. Keep it out of the seams! It makes all the difference in the
world.

Of course, this means you have to center the Bosal over the fabric
and then flip it over to press. Which leaves a lot of room for error. I
give myself some insurance by pinning on each edge before flipping
it over. Once I’ve flipped it over, I press only the center and lightly
press the corners to tack the fabric down. Then, I remove the pins,
flip it back over and press it for real. Once you have a created a
strong bond between the Bosal and the fabric, your pattern piece is
going to look nice and smooth.

Walkthrough with Bosal

(previously on the blog and added here to the pattern 2019)

After you done all the preparation steps, I advise you to make the
lining. The bag has only a slight curve on each side, but it’s still a
curve and requires easing. By doing the lining first, you’ll be feeling
more confident when it comes time to sew the outside pieces
together. It’s a lot simpler to begin pinning at the center bottom,
stopping when you get to the curve. Then pin down each side, again
stopping when you get to the curve. You’ll think you don’t have
enough Side/Bottom to complete the curve. Trust me, you do. Just
clip into the seam allowance about 3/8″ and you’ll have the room to
maneuver. Pin carefully and sew slowly when you go around those
curves.

When assembling the outside of the bag, I prefer to sew with the
Front/Back pieces facing me. Your main goal in sewing these two
long seams is to get the seam as close as possible to the Bosal without
sewing over it. It’s easier if you have the Front/Back piece facing up.
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Here’s how that looks in real life. You’ll notice my seam guide says
1/2″ and I’m about 1 thread away from the Bosal. Go slow. Breathe
deep. You can do this. Also note that I’m using my walking foot which
is also a huge help.

Chances are, you’re going to get a wonky seam at some point before or
after those curves. Interesting but not what you want to see in a seam
for a bag. Stop and go back over that section. Once you’ve sewn the
Side/Bottom piece to the Front and the Back, check your seam for any
wonkiness and fix it.

You should have a beautiful, crisp seam like this one. At this point, press
where needed but be sure you don’t join that foam to itself or anything else! I
use my hand to back the bag and lightly press the spots that need it, going
lightly over the seams as well. You can use a tailor’s ham or other pressing
tool but you need to be very careful about fusing the Bosal to it. I find if I use
my hand, I don’t get too crazy with the pressing and I can manipulate the bag
easily while doing it. Do what’s safe for you.

After dry fitting the lining inside the bag and making the necessary
adjustments, it’s time to join the lining to the bag itself. Another tricky step, but
manageable. Again, place the Bosal so it’s facing you and carefully sew your
seam. This bag is large enough to clear the top of most domestic sewing
machines when sewn with the bag standing up (for lack of a better description).
You’ll find this handy if your machine doesn’t have a free arm.

Once you’ve turned the bag inside out through the gap you left, work the lining
into place. Methodically, finger press the top edges. Do not start pressing until
you have everything in place! When you are ready, begin pressing the top from
the outside. That way, you can keep an eye on the lining and prevent it from
peeking over the edge. If you find it hard to keep the lining from doing that, pin
the edges and remove them as you go.

Once the top edge is secure, proceed with the rest of the bag. Then edgestitch
and topstitch. And that’s it! Done!
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